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common: Old Hotel

ano/or wistomic: Williams Ordinary; Love's Tavern

{2.. LOCATION

‘STREET AND NUMBER:!

U, 5. Rt. 1

CITY OR TOWN:

Dumfries

STATE:;

Virginia 45

CODE [COUNTY:

Prince William 153

CODE
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Puoro creoi: Virginia Histori¢ Landmarks Commission

DATE oF PHOTO: 1968
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, Richmond, Virginia
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View of front from the Southeast
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Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory

1959 Federal
Library of Congress
Washington, D, C, Code: 08

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Report #212-1
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
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{Check One)

CONDITION Excellent [ Good [ Fair K] Deteriorated [J Ruins Unexposed []
(Check One) (Check One)
INTEGRITY Altered K] Unaltered 7] - Moved [] Original Site

“SCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {(If known) PHYSICAL APPEARAMNCE

Built in the form of an eighteenth-century mansion, the 0ld Hotel is a two-
story rectangular structure with a facade of five-bays. The front wall is
laid in all-header bond with rusticated stone quoins at the cornmers and a
fine rusticated stone doorway. The window openings are spanned by flat
stone arches with superimposed keystones. The basement wall is of random
ashlar below a molded stone water table. The house is crowned by a fully
molded wood cornice with modillions and hipped roof. Also featured on the
house are four interior end chimmeys. The original appearance of the
house has been altered by the addition of later porches and by the loss

of the original sash.

Unfortunately, the interior of the house has been extensively altered., Of
the original interior fabric only the mantel in the northwest room on the

main floor, as well as some cornicing and doors, are original. Also, the

original floor plan has been greatly changed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

During colonial times the Old Hotel was known as William's Ordinary, and
later as Love's Tavern. Architecturally, the 0ld Hotel is extremely
significant as it 1s the only important extant Virginia structure
featuring all-header bond brickwork. Neither a construction date nor

a builder for the 0ld Hotel is known but it has been suggested that it
was built around 1765 by James Wren because of the many stylistic
parallels between it and Christ Church, Alexandria, one of Wren's best
known works. Also, the affinity between the Old Hotel and many
Annapolis houses suggests a connection with William Buckland.

The Old Hotel is important historically as it is the last remaining
Georglan building in Dumfries, a prosperous pre-Revolutionary seaport
whose founders included George Mason and John Tayloe.
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12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Cfficer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
National [ State X7 Local [

Name

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman
Title virginia Historic Landmarks Comm.

Date

I herebv certify that this property is included in the
National Register,

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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